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CONTACT: Jody Fisher – 347-419-0444 / jodyf@austinwilliams.com
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
OCEAN FINANCIAL FEDERAL CREDIT UNION AWARDS
ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
***
Four College-Bound Students Share $8,000

Oceanside, NY (July 13, 2021) – Ocean Financial Federal Credit Union (OFFCU) has awarded its annual “Patrick McNeill Memorial Scholarship” to four members who are graduating high school seniors headed to college, to help further their education. Each student will receive $2,000 to go toward school-related expenses. 
Each of the four winning students were judged based on their academic achievement and their community involvement, aligning with the credit union philosophy of “People Helping People” and OFFCU’s Catholic values. They also wrote essays discussing what Catholic values inspired them throughout their lives and what it means to be a trusted partner in their community. 
The four winning students are: 
· Margartet Dolloff, 17, of Massapequa, graduated from Kellenberg Memorial High School in Uniondale, NY. Dolloff plans to attend St. John Fisher College in Rochester, NY where she will  pursue a career in nursing. “People say kindness is contagious, and the kindness that I have received from nurses and doctors makes me want to spread that kindness to others.”
· Meral Eviner, 17, of Rockville Center, graduated from Oceanside High School #7 in Oceanside NY and plans to attend Vanderbuilt University in Nashville, TN. “Reconnecting with my faith had emboldened me to live to the ideals of my religion, establish a clothing business, and become an advocate for others. Pursuing the remainder of my educational career in law and business aligns with my drive to become a voice for the voiceless and make a change on a much larger scale.”
· Grace Peknic, 18, of Lynbrook, graduated from Kellenberg Memorial High School in Uniondale, NY and plans to attend Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, CT. “It was through these clubs that I was able to discover my passion for serving others. It was the tiny actions of service through these clubs that greatly impacted my heart. The smile from a third graders face when she understood how to do a math problem after tutoring her, a prospective student’s smile after giving him a tour, and hearing amazing stories from an elderly woman at the Bristal became the reasons I wanted to continue to serve others.” 
· Samantha Green, 17, of N. Bellmore, graduated from Wellington C. Mepham High School in Bellmore, NY and plans to attend Tulane University in New Orleans, LA. “Helping others allows you to be a servant of Jesus, while helping make the world a better place. Since the future is uncertain, giving back to others is something that can be certain.”
Photos of each of the scholarship winners attached, credit Ocean Financial Federal Credit Union. Names of individuals in the file name of each photo. Photos also available at link: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AW7c9jXJZxzAni20NAO_tt4mNhSwJ1BW?usp=sharing
About Ocean Financial Federal Credit Union   
Ocean Financial Federal Credit Union was formed in 1969 by a group of Father Joseph O’Connell Knights of Columbus members looking to provide financial services to Brother Knights and their families. Over the years, the credit union has evolved in name and in field of membership, while maintaining ties to their Catholic roots. Today, Ocean Financial has grown to over $378 million in assets, serving members of the Knights of Columbus in New York State, the Diocese of Rockville Centre, and any Catholic interested in the credit union. Inspired by their Catholic values, Ocean Financial provides exceptional products and services to the Catholic community. The credit union takes pride in having Catholic values you can bank on. Ocean Financial promotes these values through the entire organization, down to the logo. To learn more, visit https://www.oceanfinancial.org
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IDEAS THAT INSPIRE ACTION
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