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SECU Foundation Provides Grant to Assist with Affordable Workforce Housing Initiative 
 
Raleigh, N.C. – A Goldsboro non-profit focusing on 
addressing the lack of affordable housing for a 
growing middle-income workforce has received a 
Mission Development Grant of $40,000 from the 
SECU Foundation.  The organization, Downtown 
Goldsboro Development Corporation (DGDC), 
requested assistance to help build organizational 
capacity in the areas of strategic planning, 
fundraising, and human resource needs to achieve 
their goal.  DGDC will work together with 
Communities, Inc., a non-profit formed by the 
Corporation in 2019, to facilitate plans developed 
during the capacity building process, beginning with 
work in Goldsboro. 
 
Downtown Goldsboro Development Corporation provides leadership dedicated to the improvement of 
Goldsboro by facilitating development, promotion, and preservation activities that enhance the 
appearance, desirability, and vitality of the community.  While Goldsboro and other communities 
statewide have been able to add adequate affordable/supportive housing inventory, there is a shortage 
of housing that attracts individuals seeking to relocate for new businesses recruited by community 
leadership, including state and local government employees.  DGDC will use the Mission Development 
Grant to ensure long-term sustainability and ultimately move toward broader community capacity 
building through alliances with similar organizations. 

 
“We are proud to help Downtown Goldsboro Development Corporation build 
upon its strengths and develop solid strategies to carry the organization into the 
future,” remarked Jo Anne Sanford, SECU Foundation Board Chair.  “The 
commitment and dedication this group and its board members have shown 
through their work for the Goldsboro community is inspiring.  We believe the 
Foundation’s grant will help DGDC position its organization for coming growth 
and success in ventures like this one, to the benefit of their community and 
many other regions in North Carolina.” 
 
“We are thrilled to do our part to improve neighborhoods 

in our community one block at a time.  Beginning with the historic neighborhoods 
surrounding our downtown, this transformation will be captured through property 
rehabilitation and meaningful revitalization,” said Erin Fonseca, Downtown 
Development Director, City of Goldsboro.  “Apart from the aesthetic improvement 
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SECU Foundation Executive Director Jama Campbell 
(first row, right) presents ceremonial grant check to City of 
Goldsboro Downtown Development Director Erin Fonseca 
(first row, left) with DGDC, Communities, Inc., and State 
Employees’ Credit Union representatives on hand. 



that is to come, the greatest victory of Communities, Inc. is the human element.  Through home 
ownership, we hope to help families from all socio-demographics build generational wealth starting with 
this vital asset.” 
 
Ms. Fonseca continued, “Utilizing the Mission Development Grant from SECU Foundation to Downtown 
Goldsboro Development Corporation, Communities, Inc. and DGDC are much closer to realizing the 
first phase of our planned residential development project – the first step in what we hope is a long 
journey of improving housing options throughout our city and state.  We are incredibly grateful for the 
contribution from SECU Foundation, and the confidence they are placing in our efforts.” 
 
About SECU and the SECU Foundation 
A not-for-profit financial cooperative owned by its members, SECU has been providing employees of 
the state of North Carolina and their families with consumer financial services for over 83 years.  The 
Credit Union also offers a diversified line of financial advisory services including retirement and 
education planning, tax preparation, insurance, trust and estate planning services, and investments 
through its partners and affiliated entities.  SECU serves over 2.5 million members through 272 branch 
offices, 1,100 ATMs, 24/7 Member Services via phone, a website, www.ncsecu.org and a Mobile App.  
Members can also follow and subscribe to SECU on Facebook and YouTube.  The SECU Foundation, 
a 501(c)(3) charitable organization funded by the contributions of SECU members, promotes local 
community development in North Carolina primarily through high impact projects in the areas of 
housing, education, healthcare and human services.  Since 2004, SECU Foundation has made a 
collective financial commitment of over $200 million for initiatives to benefit North Carolinians statewide. 
In addition to the website, highlights are also available on the SECU Foundation Instagram page. 
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