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Redwood Credit Union and SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union Host an International Delegation of Industry Leaders to Support the Global Credit Union Movement
[bookmark: _c24t838c9ztl]
TUSTIN, Calif. (Nov. 14, 2025) –  Redwood Credit Union in Northern California and SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union in Southern California welcomed more than 40 credit union leaders from across Africa to their respective headquarters for a multi-day Learn & Share Visit focused on collaboration, community impact and cultural exchange. 
The visit was part of a U.S. tour organized by the African Confederation of Co-operative Savings and Credit Associations (ACCOSCA), a Pan-African confederation representing national associations of Savings and Credit Cooperative Organizations (SACCOs), peer institutions to credit unions in the U.S. The delegation included the executive directors of the ACCOSCA and the African Cooperative Development Foundation — the philanthropic arm of ACCOSCA. 
“Welcoming these visionary leaders from across the African continent was both an honor and a powerful reminder of our shared purpose,” said Bill Cheney, chief executive officer at SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union. “Credit unions exist to create financial inclusion and ensure our Members have equitable access to financial resources — a commitment that transcends borders and unites us globally.”
Leaders from Redwood Credit Union and SchoolsFirst FCU shared insights into their unique financial model, strong culture of engagement, unwavering commitment to delivering exceptional service to Members and communities, as well as disaster response and community resiliency. The exchange also included discussions around social impact, product and service innovation, financial literacy and education programs, and implications of cybersecurity, fraud and AI. 
At the start of the week, RCU welcomed America’s Credit Unions President and CEO Scott Simpson, U.S. Rep. Mike Thompson, and California State Senate President pro Tempore Mike McGuire, who participated as panelists to discuss the importance of advocacy and how credit unions can effectively engage with elected officials. Robert Wilson, SVP/State Government Affairs from the California Credit Union League, also attended to help deepen connections. 
“It was an honor to engage with the delegation and share how Redwood Credit Union’s purpose — to inspire hope and elevate financial well-being — guides everything we do,” said RCU President and CEO Brett Martinez. “These opportunities to foster international collaboration and share best practices strengthen the industry as a whole and help drive positive change on a global scale.”
Last year, Martinez and Cheney were among the speakers at the Savings and Credit Cooperatives Associations Congress in Kenya. Africa’s largest annual financial cooperative event brought together credit union leaders to deliberate on issues affecting the industry and encourage sustainable development in regions worldwide.
The program, held the week of Nov. 3, also included networking and cultural exchanges, reinforcing the global spirit of cooperation that defines the credit union movement. 
As not-for-profit financial cooperatives, credit unions worldwide are rooted in a shared mission: to prioritize people over profits and reinvest in the communities they serve. The visit was a meaningful step toward building lasting international partnerships that strengthen that mission on a global scale. 
# # #


About Redwood Credit Union
Founded in 1950, Redwood Credit Union is a full-service, not-for-profit financial institution providing personal and business banking to consumers and businesses in the North Bay and San Francisco. With a mission to passionately serve the best interests of its members, team members, and communities, RCU delivers many ways for its members to save and build money through checking and savings accounts, auto and home loans, credit cards, digital banking, business services, commercial and SBA lending, and more. Wealth management and investment services are available through Redwood Wealth Management, and insurance and auto-purchasing services are also offered through RCU Services Group (RCU’s wholly owned subsidiary). RCU has more than $9.7 billion in assets and serves more than 514,000 members with full-service branches from San Francisco to Ukiah. For more information, call 1 (800) 479-7928, visit redwoodcu.org, or follow RCU on Facebook, Instagram, X, and LinkedIn for news and updates.

About SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union
[bookmark: _keop51gadtig]SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union is the largest credit union serving school employees, and for the seventh year in a row, Forbes has named SchoolsFirst FCU the top credit union in California. Serving school employees and their families, the organization is dedicated to delivering World-Class Personal Service and improving the financial lives of its Members. In J.D. Power’s 2025 inaugural U.S. Credit Union Satisfaction Study, its Members ranked them #1 for overall satisfaction. Today they serve more than 1.5 million Members with a full range of financial products and services. SchoolsFirst FCU was founded in 1934, when 126 school employees pooled $1,200 and established a Member-owned cooperative to help improve each other's lives. 
The Credit Union has $34 billion in assets and remains the largest credit union in California and the third largest credit union in the United States. For more information about SchoolsFirst FCU, visit schoolsfirstfcu.org. 
Insured by NCUA.

MEDIA CONTACT(S): 
Robin Wachner  
Vice President, Communications & Member Engagement
Email: rwachner@schoolsfirstfcu.org 

image1.png
Redwood
'A Credit Union

75 YEARS AND GROWING




image2.png
SCHOOLSFIRST _ |

FEDERAI CREDIT UNION




