
 

 

 

Newsweek Names SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union One of America’s Best 

Regional Banks & Credit Unions in 2026 
Credit Union Among Top 500 Highest-Scoring 

TUSTIN, Calif. (Jan. 28, 2026) –  SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union has been recognized as one of Newsweek’s 

America’s Best Regional Banks & Credit Unions 2026, marking the third consecutive year the Credit Union has 

earned this distinction. 

The ranking highlights financial institutions that combine strong financial performance with a commitment to 

powering local economies by supporting small businesses, community projects and providing reliable access to 

everyday banking services. SchoolsFirst FCU was among the top 500 highest-scoring credit unions nationwide, 

selected from more than 8,800 banks and credit unions.  

“Being recognized by Newsweek for the third year in a row is a reflection of the trust our Members place in us 

and the dedication of our team to in serving Members and caring about their financial well-being,” said Bill 

Cheney, chief executive officer of SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union. “Our mission is to deliver World-Class 

Personal Service and financial well-being for school employees and their families.” 

Newsweek and Plant-A Insights Group conducted an independent research study using U.S. Census data. 

Financial institutions could not apply or pay to be included. Banks and credit unions included in the analysis 

demonstrated strong financial health, operational performance and metrics tied to long-term stability.  

Customer experience was also a key factor. More than 140,000 customers contributed 2.3 million reviews, 

rating institutions across 52 statements in 12 categories including trust, satisfaction and overall banking 

experience. 

As the largest credit union in California, SchoolsFirst FCU continues to deliver long-term value through 

responsible lending, financial education and ongoing investment in the communities it serves. 
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https://www.schoolsfirstfcu.org/
https://rankings.newsweek.com/americas-best-regional-banks-credit-unions-2026


 

About SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union 

SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union is the largest credit union serving school employees and their families, and for the 

seventh year in a row, Forbes has named SchoolsFirst FCU the top credit union in California. The organization is dedicated 

to delivering World-Class Personal Service and improving the financial lives of its Members. In J.D. Power’s 2025 

inaugural U.S. Credit Union Satisfaction Study, its Members ranked them #1 for overall satisfaction. Today they serve 

more than 1.5 million Members with a full range of financial products and services. SchoolsFirst FCU was founded in 

1934, when 126 school employees pooled $1,200 and established a Member-owned cooperative to help improve each 

other's lives. The Credit Union has more than $35 billion in assets and remains the largest credit union in California and 

the third largest credit union in the United States. For more information about SchoolsFirst FCU, visit schoolsfirstfcu.org. 
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