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SECU and SECU Foundation Receive Disaster Response Champions Award for Helene Relief Efforts 

– The award recognizes those that respond swiftly to disasters while embodying the cooperative spirit – 
 

RALEIGH, N.C. – State Employees’ Credit Union (SECU) and SECU Foundation recently received the inaugural 
Disaster Response Champions Award from Carolinas Credit Union Foundation (CCUF), recognizing their 
coordinated response in support of North Carolinians following Hurricane Helene.  
 
Guided by the cooperative principle of concern for 
community, SECU and SECU Foundation worked to 
support both members and communities following one 
of the most destructive storms to impact the state.  
 
SECU prioritized providing critical financial services 
support while helping members navigate uncertainty, 
including collaborating with Florida-based Suncoast 
Credit Union to place a mobile ATM in Asheville during 
the height of recovery.   
 
“As North Carolinians faced unfathomable challenges 
and uncertainty after Hurricane Helene, we came 
together to help our members, our communities, and 
each other,” said SECU President and CEO Leigh Brady. 
“Helping meet specific needs and easing the burden of 
those impacted is truly living out our People Helping 
People® philosophy.” 
 
SECU Foundation provided immediate relief funding to trusted organizations serving the hardest-hit areas. The 
SECU Foundation Board of Directors approved nearly $9 million in disaster relief funding distributed in three 
phases to 12 organizations. That support helped to: 

• Serve over 430,000 people, 
• Provide more than 2.3 million meals, and 
• Assist over 5,000 households through repairs, financial support, and essential needs. 

 

 
Left to right: SECU and SECU Foundation Board Member 
Michael Clements, SECU Foundation Executive Director Jama 
Campbell, SECU President and CEO Leigh Brady, and SECU 
and SECU Foundation Board Member Ben McLawhorn accept 
awards at Carolinas Credit Union Foundation’s Awards Gala. 

https://www.ncsecu.org/
https://www.ncsecufoundation.org/
https://carolinasfoundation.org/
https://www.ncsecu.org/pdfs/newsroom/press-releases/2024/october/SuncoastMobileATM.pdf


“Hurricane Helene created significant hardship for families in our state,” said SECU Foundation Board Chair 
Mona Moon. “By supporting organizations already embedded in the communities most affected, we were able 
to help deliver immediate relief while also supporting the long-term recovery of the region. We are thankful for 
SECU members who fund the Foundation and for these organizations for their continued work on behalf of 
North Carolinians.”   

 
SECU and SECU Foundation employees, Board 
members, and local Branch Advisory Board 
members further supported recovery efforts 
through volunteer service and charitable giving, 
including statewide donation drives held at SECU’s 
275 branches.   
 
In addition to the Disaster Response Champions 
Award, SECU Foundation was jointly recognized 
with Coastal, Civic, and Carolinas Credit Union 
Foundations with a Partner in Philanthropy Award 
for their work on the Credit Union Philanthropy 

Summit.  For more information about the CCUF Awards, visit carolinasfoundation.org/awards/. 
 

### 
  
About SECU and SECU Foundation  
As a not-for-profit financial cooperative owned by its members and federally insured by the National Credit 
Union Administration (NCUA), SECU has been providing employees of the state of North Carolina and their 
families with consumer financial services for 88 years. SECU is the second largest credit union in the United 
States with $57 billion in assets. It serves more than 2.9 million members through 275 branch offices, 1,100 
ATMs, Member Services Support via phone, www.ncsecu.org, and the SECU Mobile App. The SECU Foundation, 
a 501(c)(3) charitable organization funded by the contributions of SECU members, promotes local community 
development in North Carolina primarily through high-impact projects in the areas of housing, education, 
healthcare, and human services. Since 2004, SECU Foundation has made a collective financial commitment of 
over $340 million for initiatives to benefit North Carolinians statewide. 
 

 
SECU Foundation and SECU volunteers assist Asheville Buncombe 
Community Christian Ministry with relief efforts for Western North 
Carolinians after Hurricane Helene. 
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