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Tustin, Calif. (May 29, 2026) – SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union joined Classroom of the Future Foundation (CFF) to honor educators, students and community partners at the 23rd Annual Innovation in Education Awards, held May 14 in San Diego County.
The ceremony recognized seven Special Award winners, five STEAM Grant awardees and 14 AVID STEM scholars, high-achieving graduates pursuing STEM degrees. A total of $25,000 in STEAM grants was distributed among programs from districts throughout San Diego County, including Poway Unified School District, Escondido Union School District and Fallbrook Union High School District.
"For more than two decades, the Classroom of the Future Foundation has celebrated the visionary work happening in San Diego County schools," said Josh Smith, vice president of school and community relations at SchoolsFirst FCU. "Partnering on this event allows us to support programs that expand learning opportunities and help students thrive."
2026 Special Award Winners
The following individuals, teams and organizations were honored for exceptional contributions to educational innovation and student success across San Diego County:
· Todd W. Gutschow Visionary & Outstanding Leadership Award: Bruce Braciszewski, Ph.D.
· Innovative District Team Award: Escondido Union School District Expanded Learning Team
· Innovative School Award: Ivy High School, Fallbrook Union High School District
· Pathways Team Award: Borrego Springs Unified School District Team
· CFF D.R.E.A.M.S. Team Award: Poway OnStage
· Business Team Award: California Schools VEBA
· Community Team Award: Project Next
###

About SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union
SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union is dedicated to improving the financial lives of its Members. Founded in 1934 by 126 school employees, the Member-owned cooperative provides a full range of financial products and services to more than 1.5 million Members and is the largest financial institution dedicated to serving school employees and their families. SchoolsFirst FCU has been named California’s top credit union by Forbes for seven consecutive years and recognized by J.D. Power as the #1 Credit Union for Member Banking Satisfaction for two years in a row. With more than $36 billion in assets, SchoolsFirst FCU is the largest credit union in California and the third largest in the United States. For more information, visit schoolsfirstfcu.org. 
Insured by NCUA.

About Classroom of the Future Foundation
Established in 1997, the Classroom of the Future Foundation is a San Diego-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit partnered with the San Diego County Office of Education. CFF connects business and community leaders with K-12 educators to foster innovative learning environments, providing resources, collaboration, and validation to help prepare students for the future. 


Contact: 
Robin Wachner
SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union
media@schoolsfirstfcu.org
image1.jpg
SCHOOLSFIRST __}

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION




