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SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union Announces Winners of 2026
Member Education Award Scholarships
 
TUSTIN, Calif. (June 23, 2026) – SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union has awarded more than $200,000 in college scholarships to 245 students as part of its 2026 Member Education Award (MEA) scholarship program.
Launched in 2000, the program supports the long-term success of its Members pursuing their educational goals. The majority of the 2026 winners reside in California, with additional winners in six other states. The 2026 recipient breakdown includes 167 high school seniors, 43 college freshmen and 35 college sophomores.
SchoolsFirst FCU presents the annual MEA scholarship to eligible high school seniors, college freshmen and sophomores to help cover the cost of tuition, books and other educational expenses. Awards are based on students’ grade-point average, rigor of coursework, letters of recommendation, community involvement, school activities and leadership experience.
"For more than 25 years, the Member Education Award scholarship program has recognized students who demonstrate academic excellence, strong leadership and a commitment to their communities," said Josh Smith, vice president of school and community relations for SchoolsFirst FCU. "The goal of these scholarships is to support these outstanding Members as they continue their educational journeys and work toward achieving their goals."
All applicants must be a SchoolsFirst FCU Member, have no more than 60 college credits and be enrolled at an accredited college or university for the fall term. Award recipients may reapply each year if they continue to meet eligibility requirements.
###
About SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union
SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union is dedicated to improving the financial lives of its Members. Founded in 1934 by 126 school employees, the Member‑owned cooperative provides a full range of financial products and services to more than 1.5 million Members and is the largest financial institution dedicated to serving school employees and their families. SchoolsFirst FCU has been named California’s top credit union by Forbes for seven consecutive years and recognized by J.D. Power as the #1 Credit Union for Member Banking Satisfaction for two years in a row. With more than $36 billion in assets, SchoolsFirst FCU is the largest credit union in California and the third largest in the United States. For more information, visit schoolsfirstfcu.org.   Insured by NCUA. 
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