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GTE FINANCIAL SETS THE BAR FOR 
PHILANTHROPY IN TAMPA BAY, WINS 
TBBW’S 2023 PHILANTHROPIST OF 
THE YEAR AWARD
TAMPA, FL, November 2023: Local not-for-profit credit union GTE Financial is proud to announce they won 
Philanthropist of the Year in the Corporate Business Larger Category (500+ employees) at Tampa Bay Business and 
Wealth’s 2023 Philanthropists of the Year Awards. This award honors those who lead the way in Tampa Bay through 
philanthropic devotion. 

“We are proud to accept this award as our charitable efforts infuse our work with deeper meaning and purpose, thus 
fueling our employees and the success of our organization,” said Brian Best, President and CEO of GTE Financial. “Our 
commitment to the Tampa Bay community and giving back is felt, cherished, and protected at all levels of our credit union.”

GTE has been recognized as a finalist since the award’s inception three years ago. This is the second year the credit 
union has been selected as a winner in their category. Winners of this award are leaders who continually set the bar for 
excellence in community leadership and represent the change-makers the business community aspires to be. 

Presenting sponsors for the event included the Community Foundation Tampa Bay, Duke Energy, LMCU, Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel and Casino Tampa, Valspar Championship, Copperheads, and the ReliaQuest Bowl. The Valspar 
Championship and Copperheads donated $10,000 to the Community Foundation of Tampa Bay. In addition, the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of the Suncoast and Tampa Bay received the evening’s silent auction proceeds. To view the full list of 
winners, please visit tbbwmag.com/2023/11/09/tbbw-presents-the-winners-of-the-2023-philanthropists-of-the-year-
awards-photos/?mc_cid=fa88af225c&mc_eid=c7efe24e40. 

About GTE Financial  
GTE Financial is a not-for-profit financial cooperative located throughout West Central Florida with 
$2.9 billion in assets and 24 Community Financial Centers. Chartered in 1935, GTE Financial is locally 
owned and operated in the Tampa Bay area, serving more than 230,000 individuals and businesses. 
For more information on GTE Financial, visit.gtefinancial.org.

About Tampa Bay Business and Wealth Magazine 
GTE Financial is a not-for-profit financial cooperative located throughout West Central Florida with $2.9 
billion in assets and 24 Community Financial Centers. Chartered in 1935, GTE Financial is the official credit 
union of the Tampa Bay Lightning and is locally owned and operated in the Tampa Bay area, serving more 
than 230,000 individuals and businesses. For more information on GTE Financial, visit gtefinancial.org.

For more information, interviews, or media requests, please call (813) 644-7443 or email Savannah Cruz at pr@bkncreative.com.
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